
 Laguna Niguel Library presents  “The Genealogy Speaker Series” 

Saturday, November 5 at 11am 

 

Colleen Greene: 
“Digging Deeper with Mexican 

American Church & Civil 

Registration Records” 

The long history of formalized record keeping in New Spain and 

Mexico provides a wealth of information for researching Mexican 

ancestors. Church records date back to the early Spanish Colonial 

Era, and civil registrations went into effect shortly after Mexican 

Independence. These records are often described as the best family 

history records in the world due to the wealth of genealogical 

information typically included. 

 

Learn how to find and analyze Mexico civil and church registration 

collections to build out your Mexican family history. 

 

This class is ideal for those who have already identified their ancestral 

hometown(s) in Mexico. 

 

Learning Objectives 

 Gain a better understanding of how to locate and analyze Mexican 

Catholic church registers that record baptisms, marriages, and 

burials. 

 Gain a better understanding of how to locate and analyze Mexican 

civil registrations that record births, marriages, and deaths. 

 Learn how even a non-Spanish speaker can be successful at this 

research. 

 

Laguna Niguel Library 

30341 Crown Valley Parkway, Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 

949-249-5252 

Colleen Greene, MLIS, is a librarian, 

educator, and professional 

genealogist. She holds a Bachelor of 

Arts in History and a Masters of 

Library & Information Science, and is 

currently the Marketing Librarian for 

the Pollak Library at California State 

University, Fullerton, as well as 

a faculty lecturer for the San Jose 

State University School of 

Information. Colleen is a lifelong 

Californian with expertise in California 

and Southwest U.S. history, and in 

conducting Mexican, Mexican-

American, and Hispanic research. 

She has been researching her family 

history for nineteen years, blogs 

professionally at http://

www.colleengreene.com, and tells her 

family history at www.cjroots.com.  


